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There are two intelligible and consistent courses which
may be followed with respect to the exercise of private judg-
ment ; the course of the Romanist, who interdicts private
judgment because of its inevitable inconveniences ; and the
course of the Protestant, who permits private judgment in
spite of its inevitable inconveniences. Both are more reason-
able than Mr. Gladstone, who would have private judgment
without its inevitable inconveniences. The Romanist produces
repose by means of stupefaction. The Protestant encourages
activity, though he knows that where there is much activity
there will be some aberration. Mr. Gladstone wishes for the
unity of the fifteenth century with the active and searching
spirit of the sixteenth. He might as well wish to be in two

places at once.

#          #          #          *

We have done ; and nothing remains but that we part from
Mr. Gladstone with the courtesy of antagonists who bear no
malice. We dissent from his opinions, but we admire his
talents ; we respect his integrity and benevolence ; and we
hope that he will not suffer political avocations so entirely to
engross him, as to leave him no leisure for literature and
philosophy.